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Across the world, people have continued to experience pain and suffering with the belief that God shall alleviate their pain someday. The Christian God whom we serve is considered as a loving and caring God. However, questions have emerged regarding God’s decision to allow so much suffering to befall his good creation. Each day, people have continued to experience pain and suffering besides tragic events which happen without the intervention of God. It is argued that suffering in itself carries the message of mystery. It is only God who has the ability to explain these mysteries. In explaining the coexistence of God and suffering, it is worth noting that suffering is a direct consequence associated with rebellion by man against God[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Tooley, Michael. The problem of evil. Cambridge University Press, 2019] 

Because of man’s sinful acts, the bible states that God himself allowed for the occurrence of suffering including death as a singular punishment for those individuals deviating from his rightful ways. Even though God’s creations are considered good, death and suffering have always been part of life. Evidence drawn from the holy book indicates that God himself exists and works in arguably powerful ways to particularly draw us closer to him. Arguably, these arguments seem true to some extent in the natural world[footnoteRef:3]. The biblical story of Lazarus is an indication of the existence of God and his intentions to use suffering to bring us closer to him. Just like Jesus Christ raised Lazarus from the dead, the scriptures make us believe that after death, God shall call out our souls from death to life. [3:  McLaughlin, Rebecca. 2021. "How Could A Loving God Allow So Much Suffering? - Articles". Biologos. https://biologos.org/articles/how-could-a-loving-god-allow-so-much-suffering.] 



The theodicy of the great design indicates the possibility of evil occurring during the creation of the world. Jesus himself was very categorical in John 16:33 when he said, you shall have suffering in this world. He was not hopeful of a better future devoid of suffering. The reality of evil and suffering has been one of the greatest challenges that Christians face. Several people including religious experts have been baffled by the coexistence of God and evil. In essence, there seems to exist a contradiction between a loving God and the fact of evil. C.S Lewis wrote seemed to doubt the existence of God. He argued that death represented one of the most disquieting symptoms. His observations were based on the idea that each time someone was in desperate need of his help, all they got was a door slammed on their face consequently allowing the evil and suffering to thrive[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  Howard-Snyder, Daniel. "God, evil, and suffering." (1999).] 

Just like him, several other people have posed the question regarding the inability of God to effectively intervene during pain and suffering. They have argued that if God really existed, then he could have created a devoid of evil and suffering for his creations. Skeptics and other critics have particularly based their arguments around the notion that states that with so much evil and suffering in the world, then God doesn’t exist. The presence of evil and suffering rubbishes the idea of God’s existence[footnoteRef:5]. Some people have also argued that even if God exists, then he must be a weak and quite impotent God or even an evil God who can only perpetuate evil.  [5:  Adams, Marilyn McCord. Horrendous evils and the goodness of God. Cornell University Press, 2018] 



For instance, God has observably been unable to stop the occurrence of things such as tsunamis, earthquakes among other dreadful natural tragedies. Similarly, creating a world without evil and suffering also seems to a possibility for an all-knowing God. Rather than creating a world of morality whose deviations bring evil, God would have created a world without the moral aspects that humans can possibly violate. 
Extreme arguments against the coexistence of God and suffering have pointed at God’s inability to alleviate human suffering or just lack of compassion to assist. These arguments have pointed that God doesn’t exist but if he really does exist, then he doesn’t care about his own creation. He has also made suffering an eternal and inescapable affair for all humans. In a sense, death, morning, pain and crying seem to be the order of things with no intervention from God[footnoteRef:6]. God is considered a powerful god with the ability to stop all evil, if he existed then he would have stopped all these from happening, however, this has never happened, giving the indication that God doesn't exist. It is too difficult even for God to keep cruelty and chaos from claiming the lives of his good people. Psalms 147: 147:4-5. It declares, “He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.” Similarly, the Bible affirms to us in psalms 5:4 that “For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you.” Basing arguments from these texts, it is important to note that God is supremely powerful and whose abilities knows no bounds, the mere fact of evil and suffering happening is arguably inconsistent with the presence of a powerful and good God.  [6:  Kontny, Yaşar Michael, and Johannes Müller-Salo. "Critical Remarks on a Theocentric Solution to the Problem of Evil." In Robert Audi: Critical Engagements, pp. 99-119. Springer, Cham, 2018.] 


There have been arguments that initially God created a world that was so perfect and that which lacked sin. Those who rejected God received pain and suffering as part of their judgement. Although this seems to hold from various perspectives, it is difficult to concur with the conclusion that God exists and only ordains suffering to the wicked souls. In the book of Job, Job, presumably, a God’s servant is seen suffering and in a lot of pain even though he has committed no sin or evil[footnoteRef:7]. The counterargument drawn from this ideology is that how can God punish a man whose ways are observably righteous. In essence, it is difficult to particularly understand how God can impose punishment on his creation because he loves them. As righteous human beings, if God existed then it would have been his sole responsibility to ensure that all his children flourish and are supported all through their lives.  [7:  Schellenberg, J. L. "A new logical problem of evil revisited." Faith and Philosophy (2018).] 

Observably, the attributes of God presented in the scriptures as both good and bad are significantly contradictive in themselves. It is difficult to understand the ability of God to exhibit two sides that are all divine. In a sense, this betrays the philosophical understanding highlighting who God actually is[footnoteRef:8]. Morality is believed to have been drawn from a moral being. It is essential to note that soon after birth humans exhibit a rudimentary sense of morality. In part, this can explain the existence of God as a moral guider of human beings. However, the fact of evil and suffering makes it even harder to digest these simple facts. A conscious and moral God who designed human into moral beings cannot at the same time be so immoral to support outright evil on innocent souls like Job. Taking, for instance, the 9/11 attack, the arguably ever omnipresent God would have helped his people rather than allowing innocent souls to perish.  [8:  Kanu, Ikechukwu Anthony. "Igwebuike as a wholistic Response to the Problem of Evil and Human Suffering." L’ENSEIGNEMENT DOCTRINAL DE SAINT AUGUSTIN SUR LA NATURE DE LA TRINITÉ DANS LES SERMONS PRÊCHÉS DURANT LE PRESBTÉRAT (391-395) (2017): 64.] 

Based on this discussion trying to highlight and ascertain the existence of God alongside suffering reveals a logical inconsistency. Even though explanations have been put forward to explain the underlying reasons why God himself allowed for so much suffering in the world that he himself had created, these explanations have similarly failed to effectively explain the reasons why some forms of evil still occur[footnoteRef:9]. Arguably, no justification or a combination of justifications would explain the reasons for the occurrence of all types of evil, the amount of evil or even its distribution. This logical inconsistency between God and suffering presents a contradiction in asserting the coexistence of an all-powerful and totally good God alongside so much evil, pain and suffering. [9:  Kontny, Yaşar Michael, and Johannes Müller-Salo. "Critical Remarks on a Theocentric Solution to the Problem of Evil." In Robert Audi: Critical Engagements, pp. 99-119. Springer, Cham, 2018.] 

 Even though there can’t be a deductive conclusion regarding the coexistence of God and suffering, it can be argued that only one can exist. This is because the moral perfections of God as highlighted in the scriptures presents him as a moral being whose sole desire would have been eliminating all forms of evil in the world[footnoteRef:10]. An omnipotent God would probably know about the occurrence of evil. In conclusion, because evil and suffering inherently exist in the world we live in today, then God doesn’t have the power or the will to address the issues of evil or he doesn’t even know that evil exists. For this reason, God doesn’t exist.  [10:  Ibid] 
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